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American Civil Sentimentalism, Past and Present

This  lecture introduces "American civil  sentimentalism"  (amerikanischer
Staatsbiirgersentimentalismus) as a key concept for the analysis of imaginaries of order
and belonging in United States political culture. The sentimental is defined here as a
culture specific code of political communication, and its recent forms and functions of
community-building will be examined in case studies ranging from powerful displays of
statecraft to the affective mobilization in protest movements and aesthetic practices. The
fundamental ambiguity of civil sentimentalism as a practice of symbolization and
identification (often in times of crisis) resides, on the one hand, in its prioritizing of
affective affiliation in political discourse and, on the other hand, its disciplinary
channelling of diffuse affects into socially accepted repertoires of public feeling.
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